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For Tyler and Debbie Barron, the 
math behind leaving Calgary’s 
rental market for a home purchase 
in Mahogany just made sense.

The newlyweds have been rent-
ing for the past two years, hand-
ing over $1,100 each month. Now 
they’re getting a place of their own, 
buying a laned home by Hopewell 
Residential in Mahogany.

“It was just not wasting our 
money to rent anymore,” Debbie 
says. “Renting in Calgary is ex-
pensive. And really, once you get 
your down payment, it’s extremely 
comparable to what you pay into a 
mortgage.”

Laned homes in Mahogany start 
in the $390,000s. Joining Hopewell 
Residential in the segment are In-
novations by Jayman and Stepper 
Custom Homes.

“I think a laned home is really 
good value,” Tyler says. “When 
you compare it to the price of a 
condo or an upper scale home 
that gets into the $500,000s and 
$600,000s, it’s somewhere in the 
middle. (It’s) a bit more affordable, 
but you still get the full value of a 
house and have your own lot and 
own space.”

Through the first 10 months of 

2015, Mahogany has led the city in 
building permit applications for 
single-family homes this year and 
laned homes have been a sizable 
part of that demand.

“They’ve been very popular,” 
says Scott Hamilton, director of 
marketing and communications 
for Hopewell, which is also Ma-
hogany’s developer. Laned homes 
have long been a go-to option for 

buyers moving up from condos and 
town houses. But they’ve recently 
seen an upswing in interest from a 
different demographic.

“What we’re seeing this year, 
given the economic conditions, is 
people moving down more,” Ham-
ilton says. 
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“From perhaps having a larger, 
more expensive home, into this 
product, where it lessens the bur-
den of the mortgage but has ev-
erything you need in terms of the 
bedrooms and space.”

And if downsizing is in the cards, 
Mahogany is a prime place to turn, 
he adds.

“You have immediate access to a 
lake, skating in the winter, swim-
ming in the summer, basketball 
and volleyball courts, community 
programs, the wetland area. It re-
ally is more than just your home,” 
says Hamilton.

Mahogany also offers condos, 
town houses, duplexes, rear-at-
tached and front-attached garage 
homes along with estate homes.

Debbie and Tyler picked 
Hopewell’s Precise model, which 
is part of a laned show home pa-
rade in the community. The home’s 
1,578-square-foot plan includes 
three bedrooms and 2.5 bath-
rooms. Among its highlights are a 
dedicated tech zone on the main 
level, a handy second floor laun-
dry room, a soaker tub and separate 
walk-in shower in the ensuite and a 
functional U-shaped kitchen.

“I found that it feels bigger than 
it is,” Tyler says. “The space is well-
used and feels very open.”

The couple aim to eventually 

develop the basement and build 
a garage but say there’s no hurry.

The Barrons spent about two 
years deciding where they wanted 
to buy their first home, exploring 
opportunities in a number of com-
munities on Calgary’s southeast 
end.

In the end, it was tough to turn 
down 33 hectares of combined 
freshwater lake and beachfront. 

Outdoors amenities are a star 
feature for Mahogany, which was 
named Community of the Year for 
Calgary for the third time in a row 
at the Canadian Home Builders’ 
Association-Calgary Region SAM 
(Sales and Marketing) Awards last 

spring. The community also in-
cludes a five-hectare central park, 
22 kilometres of pathways and 107 
hectares of open space.

“The lake is a big appeal for just 
starting off with a family,” Debbie 
says. “It feels very inviting. Mahog-
any does a good job as a community 
to bring people together and get 
people to know each other. There 
are book clubs and dinner clubs 
that you can be a part of. There’s a 
lot of things like that to bring the 
community together.”

Then there’s the ability to have all 
the commercial necessities within 
reach. Mahogany is already a quick 
drive to shops, services and places 
to eat at Seton and 130th Avenue 
S.E. But it’ll soon be getting a hub 
of its own. 

Mahogany’s Urban Village is 
slated to open in early 2017 and 
will be anchored by a Sobeys gro-
cery store. Tim Hortons, Nando’s, 
Subway, Pizza 73, The Canadian 
Brewhouse, TD Canada Trust, ATB 
Financial,  State & Main Kitchen 
and Bar, Pizza Hut and Kinjo Su-
shi & Grill will also be part of the 
Mahogany development.

“Now that Sobeys has been an-
nounced, we have seen people who 
are attracted to the community 
because we have that grocery op-
tion,” Hamilton says. “The energy 
around that announcement has 
been amazing.” 

Mahogany offers active lifestyle 
and ‘inviting’ community appeal
MAHOGANY  F R O M  F1

A freshwater lake and beachfront, a five-hectare central park, 22 kilometres of pathways and 107 hectares of open space are all a part of Mahogany’s appeal.   H O P E W E L L  R E S I D E N T I A L 

Debbie and Tyler Barron were drawn to Mahogany’s lake and community  
for their first home.   D O N  M O LY N E AU X  / F O R  T H E  C A L G A RY   H E R A L D

W H A T  Y O U 
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Project: Mahogany’s laned 
homes. 
Builders: Stepper Custom 
Homes, Innovations by Jay-
man and Hopewell Residen-
tial. 
Developer: Hopewell Resi-
dential. 
Prices: From the $390,000s.
Hours: The show homes are 
open from 2-8 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, and from 
noon to 5 p.m. on weekends 
and holidays. 
Information:  
mahoganyliving.com
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